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March 8, 2023
To: Tokyo Governor, Yuriko Koike and others

Request for withdrawal of authorization for Meji Jingu Gaien redevelopment project

and continued deliberations on environmental impact assessment

From: Volunteers in architecture, landscaping, and urban planning experts hoping to rethink
Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment

Koji Itonaga (Volunteer representative, Former Nihon University Professor)

summary

As experts, we request that the authorization for the Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment project be withdrawn
and that the environmental impact assessment be continued. This redevelopment project is not proceeding
through administrative procedures that ensure the full participation of many Tokyo residents and experts.
Large-scale remodeling of cities should be carried out with respect to the will of the city residents who live
there. Over time, Jingu Gaien has become a place of natural, cultural and scenic value at the heart of Tokyo.
It has become a place of relaxation, a place of exchange, and a place to feel history for Tokyo residents and
visitors from Japan and abroad. A large-scale alteration of Tokyo's precious treasure space should not be
realized without the understanding and support of many citizens.

We request that the administrative approval of this project be withdrawn from the following professional
viewpoints.

1. The green spaces that form the core of central Tokyo should be preserved.

2. The historical value of Japan's first legal scenic district, which has been maintained for

a century, should be respected.

w

. Buildings with historical value should be restored and preserved, not demolished.

-~

. The valuable base space for urban disaster prevention in Tokyo cannot be reduced.

L

The decision-making process for redevelopment projects through the use of the Park-Urban
Development Program, which is the outline of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and the application
of redevelopment promotion districts is undemocratic.

Public spaces such as a park desginated by the City Planning Law must not be destroyed by the forced
decision process.

6. Redevelopment of skyscraper construction by volume transfer in urban park area is a problem.

7. Demand disclosure of environmental impact assessment information and a proper and fair process.

8. The Tokyo Metropolitan Environmental Impact Assessment System should be reviewed.

9. These urban redevelopment projects generate a huge amount of CO2 emissions during construction,

which goes against decarbonization.

Professional Volunteer Member

Name

Affiliation

Specialized field

Koji Itonaga

Former Nihon University Professor

NPO-EcologyArchscape, Representative

Architecture

City and Rural Planning

Mikiko Ishikawa

Prof. Research & Develpoment Initiative,
Chuo University,

Prof. Emeritus, The university Tokyo
Director of ICOMOS JAPAN

Landscape Architecture

City and Regional Planning

Ryotaro Iwami

Prof. Emeritus, Saitama University

City Planning

Junichiro Ookata

Prof. Emeritus, The university Tokyo

City Planning

Sachihiko Harashina

President, Chiba University of Commerce

Professor emeritus, Tokyo Institute of
Technology

Representative, IAIA Japan Branch

Environmental Planning and
Policy Making

Impact Assessment

Masaya Fujimoto

Honorary Chairman of
Japan Federation of Architects & Building

Engineers Associations

Architecture

Toru Wakayama

New Union of Architects and Engineers

City and Regional Planning

% As of May 2023, 728 experts and citizens have agreed.
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